CONSTITUTION

OF THE
LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH LEAGUE
PREAMBLE

In order to provide the youth of the state of Louisiana with greater opportunities in utilizing their abilities of self-expression, to foster the doctrine of free speech in our land, to expand and coordinate the co-curricular speech program of the high schools of our state, to set standards for speech tournaments and criteria of judging used in them: we, the representatives of the Louisiana High School Speech League, do hereby associate ourselves and adopt this constitution for ourselves and our posterity.

ARTICLE I
NAME

The name of this association shall be the Louisiana High School Speech League.

ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

Any school accredited by the State Department of Education and/or accepted by the Executive Council of the League may enroll as a member of the League upon its payment of the annual dues to the office of the Executive Secretary on or before September tenth of the current school year.  Only schools that have paid their dues for the current school year will be permitted to compete in the Tournament of 

Champions.  All League members, coaches, students, and judges shall adhere to the Code of Ethics found in Amendment I.  Any competing student must be an undergraduate student in grades 9-12 who has not been classified above the 8th grade for more than eight semesters. 


Associate membership is available for junior highs and colleges. This allows all information and mailings to be sent, but it does not allow qualification of students or voting.

ARTICLE III
GOVERNING AUTHORITIES
Section 1: Convention
A. The legislative, executive, and judicial powers of the League are hereby vested in the Convention which shall be composed of one Representative of each member school of the League; each member school is entitled to one vote herein.

B. The convention shall meet twice a year: an early fall meeting before tournament competition begins and at the Tournament of Champions.  The fall meeting shall be held at such a time and place as the Executive Council may designate. The fall meeting shall be held to pass legislation for the current year’s competition. The TC meeting shall be held before TC begins to carry on business of the League.  No rule passed may be rescinded in one year. 
 

C. The Convention shall elect, by majority vote, from its members, the Executive Council and the President, as well as elect and/or appoint such other boards, councils, or committees as it may from time to time deem necessary; which officers shall assume their duties at the close of the final annual meeting.

 
  D.  Either meeting of the convention will be empowered to adopt any and/or all rules and regulations as proposed at  

        that meeting, the preceding Tournament of Champions meeting, or by the Executive Council.  Adoption shall be by 
        a majority vote of all members present at the meeting.


  E.  The Convention shall be presided over by the President of the League, who, in the absence of the Executive 

       Secretary, shall appoint a Secretary for the purpose of maintaining minutes of the meeting. The President 
       shall appoint such other personnel as may be required to expedite and facilitate its functions while in session.

F. The minutes of the meetings shall be transcribed and a copy thereof shall be made available to each member of the League within a reasonable time after the close of the meeting.
  G.   At each meeting the Convention shall decide what shall constitute a quorum for that meeting.

Section 2.  Executive Council
A. While the Convention is in adjournment, the Executive Council shall be vested with all the powers delegated to The Convention in Section 1.A of this article.
B. The Executive Council shall be composed of seven members of the League, including the President and Executive Secretary.

C. It shall meet semi-annually:  once in the fall and again in the spring, on such specific dates as the Executive Council may designate.  
D. Each member of the Executive Council shall serve for a term of two years.  The President and Executive Secretary shall serve for a term of two years.
     E.   In the event that an executive board position is vacated, League members will be notified of the vacancy by the 
           most efficient means.  The vacancy should be filled by someone from that region if possible. Applicants, either 
           nominated or volunteered must apply within seven to ten days after notification of vacancy. Ballots will be 
           distributed. A period of seven days will be allowed for voting. The entire process should be completed within 
           twenty-one days. Persons elected will fulfill the remainder of the term.

F. The Executive Council is empowered by the membership to override the LHSSL Constitution when deemed  necessary for the advancement or betterment of the League with this specification: Any changes potentially affecting the entire state will be posted on the website
Section 3. The President

The President of the League shall serve as the Director General of the Tournament of Champions.  He/She shall have the authority to appoint any personnel or committees as deemed necessary to conduct the Tournament.
Section 4. The Executive Secretary
A. The Executive Secretary shall be elected by members of the Executive Council from the elected Council  

       members.
      B.  The Executive Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Convention's meeting, handle correspondences of the Louisiana High School Speech League, and take care of any other secretarial duties as may be considered necessary by the League.
                          Section 5. The Tournament of Champions Executive Secretary
      A.  The ToC Executive Secretary shall be chosen by the members of the Executive Council from the elected council 
             members.

B. The ToC Executive Secretary shall keep the official record of students qualified for the state tournament.  It is the 
     duty of the ToC Executive Secretary to collect and certify all records of school tournaments through-out the year.  
     Furthermore, the secretary shall prepare all documents necessary for registration and sweepstakes tabulation at the 
     state tournament. 

      C.  The ToC Executive Secretary shall be responsible for maintaining the LHSSL website. 
ARTICLE IV
FINANCES
Section 1. Dues
A. Dues shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) annually for members schools.  They shall be payable to the Executive Secretary by September 10th of the current school year.     

B. Any school (other than first time applicants) applying for membership after September 10th and prior to December 1st shall be assessed an additional ten dollar ($10.00) penalty fee.   
C. Any school (other than first time applicants) applying for membership after December 1st and prior to December 31st,
      shall be assessed an additional ten dollar ($10.00) penalty fee. 
     D.  After January 1st no applications will be accepted except for new members.    
E. First time applicants may not apply for membership after March 1st of the current school year.

Section 2. Disbursements

The Executive Council shall allocate all League funds and present a financial report to the Convention at each meeting.
ARTICLE V

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The Parliamentary authority used at all meetings of the League shall be Robert's Rules of Order, Revised.
ARTICLE VI
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

This Constitution may be amended by submitting the desired amendment, in writing, to the Executive Secretary for transmission to the Convention for action at its next fall meeting; such an amendment to be submitted at least three weeks prior to the meeting of the Convention.  Adoption shall be by the three- fourths vote of the members present at the meeting of the Convention, or by a majority of all votes cast if the Convention decides to have the voting by mail.

AMENDMENT I
CODE OF ETHICS

I.  STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


To maintain the high standards, the League has encouraged among all its members the following Code of Ethics which shall stand as a statement of expected acceptable behavior and also as an educational instrument for new members unfamiliar with our traditions.  Each program is strongly urged to formulate its own written rules and regulations to insure the best and most workable atmosphere possible for all League members.

II. INDIVIDUAL AREAS
A. Judges

          
1.  Should never interrupt a contestant during performance.

          
2.  Should pay careful attention to all speakers.

         
3.  Should not sit in judgment of the subject matter.

                                                 
4.  Should base their opinion/decision strictly on performances of that round alone, disregarding previous 
                  judgings of any contestant
          
5.  Should refrain from any personal discussion to contestants or judges that may influence the outcome or  

                  decision in future rounds.
          
6.  Should attempt to make helpful written comments.

                                                 
7.  Should not make oral criticism until the ballot has been returned.

          8.                                    
8.  Should seek or accept assistance only from tab room personnel.

          9.                                    
9.  Should familiarize themselves with the rules of events they are to judge.

        10.                                     10.  Should make comments in a sensitive, educational manner.

        11.                                     11.  Should not reveal decisions or rankings to contestants due to the possible harmful effects that may result. Only 
                  coaches have the prerogative to reveal such information before the tournament officially announces the 

                  results.

           12.  Should take the responsibility for alerting the tournament personnel about any severe conflict of interest with 
                  any contestant in their panel (e.g. being an alumni of a school represented in the panel).
B. Coaches

             1.  Are responsible for the schooling of judges they bring to tournaments.

             2.  Are responsible for their students at the tournament site, motels, restaurants, etc. Coaches  must demand appropriate behavior at ALL times from their students. Specifically, no student has the right to behave in a manner that might impair the ability of another student to compete or that undermines the integrity and reputation of the speech activity itself.               

             3.  Are responsible for the overall goals of L.H.S.S.L. Therefore, every coach is obliged to further the educational, social, and competitive development of all students they encounter.  Coaches should conduct themselves in a fair and unbiased manner at all times and seek to educate through their ballots. 

4. 4.  Should make any complaints to tournament directors and/or Executive Council members, not judges or  

5.      student tournament workers.
          5. 
5.  Should never seek out a judge prior to a round or prior to ballot return in order to discuss any participant.
          6.   
6.  Are responsible for all record keeping and financial obligations incurred by their team and/or themselves.
C.  Students

1. Are reminded that first and foremost they are involved in an educational activity and that values can be accrued from competition regardless of material success.            


         2. 
2.   Must be respectful and supportive to all competitors. Courtesy, respect, and attention should be given equally  

                    to all participant in a round.
                      
3.   Must be respectful of all public and private property and observe all host school rules.

         4.
4.   Respect and courtesy should be shown to everyone whenever representing your school. 
                                                    5.   Be familiar with and abide by the League rules that govern their deportment and the events in which they  

                   participate.
6. 6.   Take no overt or covert action to discover their rankings or decisions before they are officially released by the  

7.        tournament.  Furthermore, students should keep to themselves any information they may receive   

8.        accidentally.
        
7.   Should not reveal decisions to other competitors.

         8.
8.   Must speak at the assigned time and in the assigned order in all their events.

        
9.   Must accurately time all rounds in which they are involved in any capacity.                                                                      
III. ENFORCEMENT


The Executive Council shall have the power to suspend any coach or student from participating in League sanctioned events for any period of time deemed necessary after a written complaint has been filed and a hearing has been held with all parties concerned and at least five members of the Council.  The involved school's principal must be notified of all charges.  Said parties may be suspended for the following:

A.  Willful and/or frequent violations of League rules and procedures;

B.  Ignoring an official warning from the Executive Council or Convention to discontinue actions deemed detrimental to the League.
1. Said suspension must be sanctioned by four members of the Executive Council and may only be reversed by a majority vote of the Convention at one of its regular meetings.
2.   Results of the hearings shall be forwarded to the involved school's principal by certified mail.

             C.  A mandatory penalty of disqualification from participation in LHSSL tournaments and activities shall be 
                   levied against any student caught and proven guilty of stealing or tampering with the property of another.

                        RULES FOR STANDARDIZATION OF  LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH LEAGUE

                             SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS
      In order to expand and coordinate the curriculum speech program of the high schools of our state and to set standards of speech tournaments and criteria of judging used in them, we, the representatives of the member high schools of the Louisiana High School Speech League do hereby adopt these Rules of Standardization for Sanctioned Tournaments.

ARTICLE I

                                                                                     SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT

Section 1. Definition

Any tournament held in the State of Louisiana which adheres to the Rules outlined below and is open to all LHSSL member schools may apply for sanctioning.

Section 2. Sanctioning

Sanctioning may be granted to a tournament by: being on the official calendar by September 10; adhering to all LHSSL rules; and by sending the official tournament results form to the Tournament of Champions Secretary according to LHSSL policy.  The host high school must be a member of the LHSSL.

Section 3. Loss of Sanctioning

Upon receipt of written complaints regarding a sanctioned Tournament, a majority of the Executive Council may vote to:

     
A. revoke the sanctioning of one or more events at that tournament (therefore revoking the Tournament of Champion qualification from that tournament in that event);
            B.  revoke the sanctioning of the entire tournament.

Section 4. Probation

Any tournament in which a violation of these Rules occurs, will at the option of the Executive Council, be placed on probation for the following academic year.  If said violation or any other violation occurs during the probationary period, the tournament shall lose its LHSSL sanction for a minimum of two years.

Section 5. Tournament Calendar
A.  By September 10th  of each academic year, the Executive Secretary shall prepare a list of the sanctioned tournaments and their dates for the ensuing year. Any previously sanctioned tournament not notifying the Executive Secretary of its dates shall not be sanctioned for that year.

B. The last tournament must be held in February.  The months of March and April will be reserved for District and State tournaments.  If March 1st falls on a Saturday, that weekend would be considered a February date.

Section 6. Tournament Size
                  A.  
Any sanctioned tournament having fewer than eight schools in attendance shall lose its sanctioned status for that year.
                  B.    A one-day, debate only tournament having fewer than five schools in attendance shall lose its sanctioned status  

        for that year.  

     C.    In order to be fully sanctioned, an event must have either
             1)   Ten students prepared to compete in the event officially entered by the day of the tournament. If drops occur at registration only one swing entry(an unprepared competitor) may be placed in the event to make the ten entry minimum-any other students added to compensate for drops must be students previously prepared to compete in the event. Advanced Cross Examination, Intermediate Cross Examination, Novice Cross Examination, Advanced Lincoln-Douglas, Intermediate Lincoln-Douglas, Novice Lincoln-Douglas may qualify 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners for the Tournament of Champions. Duo Reading and Duet Acting divisions may qualify 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place winners for the Tournament of Champions.  At least two schools, not counting the host school, must compete in each qualified event.

2)   Six to nine students representing a minimum to two schools, not counting the host school, prepared in the event officially entered by the day of the tournament.  Under this category, qualification for Tournament of Champions will be based on the following scale:



a.   For IE’s -  If event has only six (or seven) competitors, then 1st place only qualifies; if only eight (or nine) competitors, then only 1st and 2nd places qualify.  At least two schools must be competing in the event.   


b.  For Debate, Duo, or Duet – If event has only six to nine entries competing, then only 1st and 2nd places qualify; if ten or more entries, then full qualifying. At least two schools must be competing in the event not counting the host school.
 Section 7. Host Participation
                 A.
LHSSL member that host school students may enter any event at their own tournament with two stipulations that a)  the host-school students cannot advance in the tournament and b)  no student from a host school be allowed in the tabulation room.                   
                 B.     A host school may compete in a one-day debate only tournament held on its own campus if the tournament is run by a Committee of coaches from at least three schools. Hosting such a tournament will not preclude a school from also hosting a Regular speech tournament on another date.

Section 8.  Sanctioned Participants

All student competitors at sanctioned tournaments must be affiliated with a bonafide school. Non-LHSSL member school competitors must submit a signed statement from their principal stating that they are students of that school.  Debate and Duet Acting teams must be comprised of students from the same school.
Section 9. Adult Supervision

If a coach is going to be away from the tournament site and/or not readily available, the coach must notify the tournament director of a designated person to be responsible for his/her students.








ARTICLE II





   
     TOURNAMENT FEES
Section 1. Maximum Fees

The maximum entry fee that can be charged by a tournament shall be ten dollars ($10.00) per team event and five dollars ($5.00) per student per event in individual event entries.  The total entry fee charged the participating school may not exceed the above stated maximums.

Section 2. Penalty fees

See Article VIII, Section 3, p. 12.








ARTICLE III






TOURNAMENT DIVISIONS
Section 1. Divisions

A tournament shall have the right to run any and/or all of the following divisions in Debate and/or Individual Events.

Section 2. Debate
A. Novice division shall be open to any student who is in his/her first year of competitive high school debate or who is a freshman in high school. A novice debater shall also include a student who has debated ten rounds or less in any previous year. Ninth (9th) grade debaters with 8th grade experience shall be ineligible for NCX or NLD after qualifying for the Tournament of Champions.

B. Intermediate division is open to all 9th and 10th graders or any upperclassmen in his/her first or second year of debate.

C. Advanced division shall be open to any student.

Section 3.  Individual Events 
     A.  Junior division shall be open to any student no older than the 10th grade with no more than four semesters in high  

           school.

     B.  Senior division shall be open to any student regardless of experience.

Section 4. Seventh & Eighth Grades

A tournament director shall have the right to allow seventh and eighth grade students to compete in the appropriate division as outlined above. (They will sacrifice novice qualification for the Tournament of Champions and in accordance with 2.A above.)








ARTICLE IV






                 EVENTS
Section 1. Policy Debate
A. The resolution debated at sanctioned tournaments shall be the topic adopted by the National Forensic League for the current school year. An extemporaneous topic division shall be exempt from this rule.

     B.
 A debate team shall consist of two members debating alternate sides of the resolution.

     
 i.
No one man team shall be allowed to compete at any time during the tournament.

             ii.
Personnel of a team may not be changed once the tournament has begun.

     C.
Prep time for each debate team is seven minutes.

D.
Any deviations must be approved by the Executive Council.

     E.
Falsification of evidence - Refer to Article VIII, Section 5.
     F.
The divisions offered at the tournament shall follow the format outlined below:




STAND




 TIME LIMIT


1st Aff. Constructive




8 mins.



Cross Examination




3 mins.



1st Neg. Constructive




8 mins.



Cross Examination




3 mins.



2nd Aff. Constructive




8 mins.



Cross Examination




3 mins.



2nd Neg. Constructive




8 mins.



Cross Examination




3 mins.



1st Neg. Rebuttal




5 mins.



1st Aff. Rebuttal




5 mins.



2nd Neg. Rebuttal




5 mins.



2nd Aff. Rebuttal




5 mins.

    G.   Prep Time will be 8 minutes.

    H.  The use of computers is allowed under the following conditions:


 a.   There is no use of power plugs in allowed at all, at any time.  The only power for a computer  
       inside the round is to be from batteries.
b. No connectivity from students’ computers of any kind is allowed during the round.  For example:  no   

      internet, no IM’ing, no outside servers, no cell phones.              

c. Any student using a computer must be prepared to show opponent, judge, or tournament staff what they are  

      accessing at any time.  Any student not providing a designated adult with the information they request will 
      be disqualified.

              d.   Students cannot access audio, video, or other multi-media files during preparation time.

              e.   Students must sit so that the computer screen is visible to the judge at all times. 
              f.   Tournament directors reserve the right to refuse the use of computer, but should specify in the invitations that 
                    computers will not be allowed. 
g. LHSSL does not assume any liability for the computers.  Students are welcome to use Kensington Locks or other such devices to secure their computers.  The LHSSL is not responsible for lost, stolen, or broken computers.
h. Any violation of the mentioned rules will result in the student’s immediate disqualification from this event 
      for the given tournament.

Section 2. Lincoln-Douglas Debate
A.   Resolutions to be debated during the year will be those chosen quarterly by the National Forensic League.  
            The LD Topic for the Tournament of   Champions will be that which is current on the first day of the tournament.  
B. Lincoln-Douglas Debate is "one on one" argumentation. Debaters develop argumentation on conflicting   

        underlying principles to support their positions.  They are not responsible for practical applications.  There is no 
        need for a plan.  





     C.
The divisions offered at a tournament can be any of the standard divisions. (i.e., Novice, Advanced)

D. The division shall follow the format outlined below:





STAND



TIME LIMIT



Aff. Constructive



6 mins.




Cross Examination



3 mins.




Neg. Constructive



7 mins.




Cross Examination



3 mins.




Aff. Rebuttal  




4 mins.




Neg. Rebuttal  




6 mins.




Aff. Rebuttal  




3 mins.

     E.
Prep time for Lincoln-Douglas will be four minutes for each debater. 
E. The use of computers in Lincoln-Douglas debate is not allowed. 

Section 3.  Public Forum Debate
     A.  Resolutions for debate will be those chosen monthly by the National Forensic League.  The PF topic for the   

          Tournament of Champions will be that which is current on the first day of the tournament.
     B.  A debate team shall consist of two members debating alternate sides of the resolution.

     
i.
No one man team shall be allowed to compete at any time during the tournament.

            ii.
Personnel of a team may not be changed once the tournament has begun.

C. Rules for debate should follow those accepted by the NFL.
D. The division shall follow the format outlined below:

 


          STAND



     TIME LIMIT
Speaker 1 (Team A, 1st speaker )........................4 min.

Speaker 2 (Team B, 1st speaker) ........................4 min.

Crossfire (between speakers 1 & 2).....................3 min.

Speaker 3 (Team A, 2nd speaker ) ......................4 min.

Speaker 4 (Team B, 2nd speaker ).......................4 min.

Crossfire (between speakers 3 & 4).....................3 min.

Speaker 1 Summary..............................................2 min.

Speaker 2 Summary..............................................2 min.

Grand Crossfire (all speakers) ............................ 3 min.

Speaker 3 Final Focus...........................................2 min.

Speaker 4 Final Focus...........................................2 min.

E.   Each team may use up to two minutes of prep time.
Section 4.  Individual Events
A. A student may not use a selection or oration that he or she used in any previous year in either the same event or in any other event, nor may the student use another "cutting" of the same poem, play, short story, novel, etc. 

B. Students in interpretation events and duo/duet must have the original or photocopies of their selections with full bibliographic information in their possession at the tournament. Adaptations from the original script are to be made for the purposes of  continuity only.
C.    For the purpose of these rules, "published material" will be defined as copyrighted in a written form. (book,   

        magazine, etc.)  Scripts that are published only on the Internet are not legal for competition.  If a script that is 
        found on the Internet can also be purchased from a legitimate publisher, it can be used.  Otherwise, no internet 
        selections shall be used.
D.   Singing in any event must be limited to 30 seconds.

     E.   A tournament shall have the right to offer any or all of the following sanctioned events:

              1. Extemporaneous Speaking

                                            a. The area designated as the preparation room  shall be open to the contestants only.  The speaker may consult whatever published sources of information at his command.  He may not have in his possession prepared notes, outlines, or other non-published materials nor may he consult with any other person during preparation.

                  b. Thirty minutes before the first speaker in each section is to speak, he shall draw three topics, choose one, and may be required to return the other two.  Each of the three topics must be drawn individually.  He shall not be permitted to draw the topic he choose in previous rounds. Successive speakers shall speak at seven minute intervals.     
                  c.  The speaker shall not take the platform more than 50 words of notes nor shall he quote more than 50 words.  These cards are to be collected by the time-keeper and turned in to the judge for verification.
                  d.  The speaker shall have a maximum time of seven minutes.

                  e.  Topic writers must follow these guidelines:

                            1)  Topic must have been newsworthy in the last six months.

                            2)  Topic must be stated in one complete sentence.

                            3)  An interrogative must be the first word of the topic sentence.


               4)  No colons (:) may be used.


     f.  Ethics in the use of research shall require the speaker to accurately cite references. If a competitor is found to have falsified evidence in support of a point, a penalty may be imposed at the discretion of the tournament director depending on the deliberate nature of the falsification.

     g.  Use of technology shall be allowed under the following rules of use:

1)  There is no use of power plugs in the Extemp Prep Room allowed at all, at any time.  The only   

      power for a computer inside the Prep Room is to be from batteries.

  2)   No connectivity from students’ computers of any kind is allowed inside the Extemp Prep Room.  
        For example:  no internet, no IM’ing, no outside servers, no cell phones.

3) Students cannot use a computer to prepare speeches.  They can use the computers to search and 
      read, but cannot write speeches or organize their thoughts on the computers.

 

  4)   Students are prohibited from accessing outlines and speeches on the computer prepared prior to 
                                   their draw time.                            

5) Any student using a computer must be prepared to show prep room or tournament staff what they 
       are accessing at any time.  Any student not providing a designated adult with the information they 
       request will be disqualified.

                            6)   Students cannot access audio, video, or other multi-media files during preparation time.

  7)   Students cannot use their computers from the time they leave the Extemp Prep Room until they have 
        completed their speech.  Students may take their computers with them to their competition room, but 
        may not use the computers outside the Prep Room until after their speech is completed.  Any student 
        using the computer outside of the Prep Room prior to their speech will be disqualified.
  8)  Tournament directors reserve the right to refuse the use of laptops in the Extemp Prep Room if 
detailed in the tournament’s invitation.
9) LHSSL does not assume any liability for the computers.  Students are welcome to use Kensington 
      Locks or other such devices to secure their computers in the Prep Room.  Students, Parents, and  

      Coaches should be aware that the students are bringing and using the computers at their own risk.  

      The LHSSL is not responsible for lost, stolen, or broken computers.
10) Any violation of the mentioned rules will result in the student’s immediate disqualification from 
       this event for the given tournament.


 2. Original Oratory

                   a. The oration shall be a memorized speech composed by the student. The speech should include adequate supporting materal, with a maximum of 150 words of quoted material, which shall be identified. Excessive paraphrasing is discouraged. Any  appropriate socially relevant subject may be used, but the orator must be truthful.  Any nonfactual reference,  especially a personal one, must be so identified.                      

                    b. Ideas should be clearly stated, well-developed, and thought provoking.

                    c. The oration shall not be longer than ten minutes.

                    d. See Article VIII, Section 5 for information on the originality of orations.


3.  Declamation


       a. The student shall deliver from memory a selection originally delivered  as a speech by its author, a person   

                        other than the contestant.
                    b. Prior to the performance, the contestant should briefly (30sec.) state the actual circumstances under which 
                        the speech had been presented. The total time of the performance should not exceed ten minutes.
                    c. The memorized presentation should convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style in an 
          attempt to recreate the spirit of the original presentation.

  
4.  Dramatic Interpretation.
                                               a. The student shall deliver from memory a serious selection from a published play, short story, or novel.  Any verse originally written as a drama may also be used.  The author and source of the selection shall be stated.  Adaptations shall be for the purpose of continuity only.  Additional dialogue or narration not justified by continuity shall result in disqualification.

                     b. No physical objects or costumes may be used in the presentation.

                     c. The presentation, including any brief introduction, shall be no longer than ten minutes.

                     d. Movement by the student performer shall be limited to approximately three feet in any direction from the    

                          starting point. The performer may move within that radius as frequently as appropriate.


        e. Scenes from musicals are acceptable but singing must be limited to 30 seconds.

             5.  Humorous Interpretation

                  The same rules apply in this event as in Dramatic Interpretation, except that the selection shall be a humorous  

                  selection from a published play, short story, or novel.

             6.  Oral Interpretation

                    a. The event will alternate rounds between poetry and prose reading.

                    b. Reading may be from one selection or a series of selections by the same author or several selections 
                        developing the same theme.

                    c. Original poetry may be used, but verse originally written as drama may not.

                    d. Prose reading must be from published material (no plays allowed).

                    e. Different characters may be established, but are not required.

                    f.  Adaptations may be made for the purposes of continuity only.

                    g. A reasonable balance of eye contact must be maintained between the audience and the manuscript.

                    h. The presentation, including a brief introduction, shall be no longer than ten minutes.

                    i.  The contestant may not kneel or touch the floor.

Section 4. Duet Acting
A. Two students, entered as a team, shall perform a scene from published literature.  The author and source of the selection shall stated.  Adaptations shall be for purpose of continuity only.
B.  No hand props of any kind may be used.  NO costumes may be worn.  The only furniture allowed will be chairs and a table.  Note: The removal of shoes, articles of clothing, or eye glasses during the performance will be considered props.

          C.  The performance, including any brief introduction, shall be no longer than twelve minutes.

          D.  Performers may walk among the audience but may not establish physical contact with any audience member.

Section 5. Duo Reading

A. Two students, entered as a team shall read a scene from published literature. The author and source of  the selection shall be stated.  Adaptations shall be for purpose of continuity only. Material from more than one source is not allowed.

          B. The performance, including any brief introduction, shall be no longer than ten minutes.

   C.  Each student must read from a manuscript while maintaining a reasonable balance of eye contact.
   D.  If reading from a play, readers must only represent one character, but one or both partners may read narration.  

          E.  Movement is limited to pivots or turns, but students must remain standing. Readers shall not look at each other.

Section 6. Student Congress

Any school that wishes to host Student Congress should refer to the Student Congress section of this Manual.








ARTICLE V






                JUDGES
Section 1. Final Round Judges

There must be an odd number of multiple judges for the final round in all events.

Section 2.  Student Judges

Coach-approved Juniors and Seniors in high school with at least two years of experience in an event may be allowed to judge junior and novice events in a panel situation only. No panel should have more than one student judge. Students may judge in elimination rounds in junior/novice divisions only. The names of eligible student judges and the events they are qualified to judge must be submitted by the

coaches to the judges’ table at registration. If the tournament director chooses, Juniors and Seniors with at least two years experience may judge any round of novice CX debate.  
Section 3. Elimination Rounds

Extreme effort should be made to provide an odd number of multiple judges for quarter-finals and semi-finals in debate. If Lincoln Douglas debate quarter-finals are flighted within a single division, three judges are required.  If not flighted within a single division, one judge may be used.  If single judges must be used, they must be experienced.  Three judges must be provided for each semi-final and final round of Individual Events, Duo Reading, and Duet Acting.







  
ARTICLE VI






    
  WINNERS
Section 1.  Determination of winners
A. First, second, and third place winners in all individual events shall be determined on the basis of elimination rounds.  Fourth place in Duo Reading and Duet Acting must also be determined.

B. Any sanctioned tournament must hold elimination rounds of Debate beginning with at least quarterfinals when sixteen or more teams have competed in that division; Otherwise, elimination rounds may begin with semi-finals.  In the case of more undefeated teams than debates planned for eliminations, a bracketing round must be held to reduce the number of teams to the desired number.  NO UNDEFEATED TEAM MAY BE ELIMINATED FROM COMPETITION EXCEPT BY DECISION DEBATE.
C. A one day debate tournament may go straight to finals after four preliminary rounds and qualify both finalists for the Tournament of Champions

Section 2. Eligibility for Tournament of Champions

Any student from a League member school who places in accordance with Article I, Section 6 is eligible to compete in the Tournament of Champions.  No non-member competitors placing in LHSSL tournaments will be considered.  A qualifying position awarded to an out-of-state competitor or a junior high/middle school will be awarded to LHSSL member school students according to the seeding in quarter-finals of debate, or final rankings in individual events, duo reading, or duet acting.  
Section 3. Certification of Winners
A. The tournament director shall certify in writing the first, second, and third place winners in each event and fourth   

     place in Duo/Duet to the LHSSL Executive Tournament Secretary no later than two weeks following the close of   
     the tournament. The form to be used in reporting tournament winners is found in the Appendix of the Manual.

     B. Failure to report tournament results within the stipulated two week period will result in: 

          1. suspension of the host school from participating in that year's Tournament of Champions;

          2. loss of sanctioning for the next tournament hosted by that school.

          3. a $50 fine shall be charged to the school if the results are submitted after the two weeks have passed.  If the 
              school pays the fine and submits its results by the end of the third week, no sanctions would be placed on the 
              school.  
                               C.  Notification to schools participating in a non-sanctioned tournament and/or event is the responsibility of the tournament director.   A director should make every effort to notify coaches of lost sanctioning at least one day prior to the beginning date of the tournament.
     D.  Notification to non winners that move up to qualify for Tournament of Champions is the responsibility of the tournament director and the Tournament of Champions Secretary.








ARTICLE VII





                   TABULATION ROOM

The tabulation room of the tournament shall be open to at least the highest ranking member of the Executive Council present at the tournament.  If there is no Executive Council member present, the privilege shall be extended to at least one member of the League entered in the tournament.  Ballots must be made available to all coaches prior to the start of elimination rounds for verification.






             
ARTICLE VIII





           
           ADJUDICATION
Section 1. Disputes

Disputes centered on the interpretation of the Rules and situations not covered by the Rules, shall be adjudicated by the Tournament Director and any members of the Executive Council present. If a member of the Executive Council is a party to the dispute, he shall not take part in the adjudication.  If no members of the Executive Council are present, a minimum of three members of the League shall be selected by the Tournament Director to resolve the dispute.


In the event that it is determined by the executive council or tournament director that a student should be observed, up to two council members may be assigned to observe the student.  Council members then report to the Executive Council or tournament director for adjudication of the dispute.

Section 2. Violations

Any member coach may bring specific charges against a tournament for situations arising not covered by these Rules. The charges shall be submitted in writing to members of the Executive Council who will review the charges in the presence of the Tournament Director and the plaintiff and then decide what action, if any, should be taken.  The Executive Council shall have the prerogative to decline initiating a review.  
Section 3. Penalty Fees

The Tournament Director of any sanctioned tournament may at his discretion, petition the Executive Council to impose the following:

A. Any school failing to drop its entry by the tournament established deadline can be assessed a fee equal to the original entry fee plus any or all penalty fees not to exceed twenty-five dollars. Tournament directors are requested to use an entry deadline no earlier than the Monday afternoon prior to the tournament and a drop deadline of no earlier than Wednesday at noon prior to the tournament. Directors may use their own discretion in moving the deadline close to their tournament date.

     B.   If the above is not complied with prior to the entry deadline for Tournament of Champions, the school in violation shall forfeit its right to attend that Tournament of Champions.

     C.   All of the above shall be at the final discretion and review of the Executive Council.

     D.   Drop fees following the drop deadline and prior to opening day of the tournament shall not exceed double the entry fee. Drop fees on tournament day cannot exceed triple the entry fee.

     E.
At the time of a tournament's drop/add deadline, the host will determine if divisions need to be collapsed.  If so, affected schools must be notified and allowed to drop or change debate entries and cross-entered I.E.'s or drop the entire school's entry without penalty.  If a subsequent drop occurs 24 hours prior to registration, the school dropping may be penalized but affected schools must be given the same options listed above.
Section 5. Falsification of Evidence
     A.
If a debate team is found to have falsified evidence in support of a point, they should lose the point.

        
An additional penalty may be imposed at the discretion of the tournament director depending on the deliberate nature of the falsification.

                  B.
If a team cannot provide complete sourcing of a place of evidence (author, book, magazine, etc.; date; page number) that piece of evidence shall be disallowed.

Section 6. Originality of Orations

If challenges of orations are made, the burden of proof lies with the challenger.  If sufficient evidence is shown of extensive plagiarism and/or paraphrasing, disqualification may result.








ARTICLE IX



                 STANDARDIZATION OF TOURNAMENT PROCEDURES
Section 1. Ballots

All sanctioned tournaments must use the standardized Individual Event, Duo/Duet, Team Debate, Lincoln-Douglas Debate and Master Ballot forms found in the Appendix.
Section 2. Entry Forms

Invitations shall include detailed information concerning the conduct of the tournament.  See Appendix for a list of items that entries should include.

Section 3. Timekeepers

While meeting the time limit in any event is first the responsibility of the student, a tournament director may NOT disqualify a student unless the following criteria have been met:

A. The tournament invitation must contain a statement of that tournament's policy regarding time limits (i.e. will any grace times be allowed, any prior round warning before action is taken, etc.).

B. Timekeepers must use time cards that are easily visible to the contestants and must show minute by minute signals throughout.

C. Downgrading of students for violations of time rules shall be assigned in the tab room according to procedures announced prior to commencement of competition or noted in the invitation.

D. Note:  A student has the option of waiving the showing of time cards, but he is still obligated to abide by the above stated regulations.

     E.
The following instructions must be made available to both judges and timekeepers:

          
1.  Adherence to timing should be a criteria in the judge's decision.

          
2.  Judges and tournament directors are not to alter these rules.

          
3.  Contestants cannot be interrupted in their performance regardless of how much they may go past the 
     maximum limit.  Notification of time violations are to be made only after the contestant has completed his   

     performance.

LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH LEAGUE

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS
A.      Date, Site, and Policies

The Louisiana High School Speech League Tournament of Champions shall be held on a date and site selected by the Executive Council. If at least 2/3 of the Executive Council Members determine that adjustments to Tournament of Champions policies are necessitated by emergency demands, any rule in this handbook concerning Tournament of Champions may be altered at the committee’s discretion.

B.       State Championship Winners 
1.  The winner in the final round of all Debate divisions shall be declared the LHSSL State Champion in that   

     division.
2.  The winner of first place in each Individual Event, Duet Acting, and Student Congress shall be declared the 
                  LHSSL State Champion in that division.
             3.  All students in finals of Individual Events and Duet Acting, and quarter-finalists, semi-finalists and finalists in 
     Debate shall be made members of the All-State Speech Team.

C.        Eligibility/Qualification
            1.  A student participant in the Louisiana High School Speech League Tournament of Champions must meet all of  

                 the following standards:

a. The student must be an undergraduate student in grades 9-12 who has not been classified above the eighth grade for more than eight semesters.
b. The student must be a bonafide student at a school which is a member in good standing of the LHSSL, as defined in Article II of the LHSSL Constitution.  Ninth grade students attending a junior high school may participate as entrants from the senior high school to which they would normally be assigned.
c. The student must have placed first, second, or third (and fourth in Duo/Duet ) at a     tournament held during the current school year and sanctioned by the LHSSL, in accordance with Article 1, Section  6 of the LHSSL Constitution.  In the event of Student Congress, the student must have placed first or second during the current school year in accordance with Article 1, Section 6 .
d. Each member school shall be  allowed to make four free entries who would not otherwise be   

                   qualified by the provisions of this rule.  An entry is defined as one student in any event.
e. The student is to be in compliance with all rules of the event(s) in which he is entered.
2. Distinctions in divisions of events made by a qualifying tournament which are different from those made by the LHSSL   Tournament of Champions shall not prevent the student from qualifying.  These distinctions must however fall within the guideline of the Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments the LHSSL. Students must compete in the event for which they qualified and must meet the age, grade and experience requirements for that event.

a. The division of  debate at a qualifying tournament  shall be irrelevant;  placement in any division of  debate meets the qualifying requirement for all divisions of debate at the LHSSL Tournament of Champions.  



b.   Lincoln-Douglas entries must qualify in Lincoln- Douglas debate.




c.   Public Forum entries must qualify in Public Forum debate.




d.   Policy entries must qualify in Policy debate.

     
3.  Students may present at the LHSSL Tournament of Champions selections other than ones with which they qualified.
  
4.  The member of a Debate or Duet Acting team entered in the LHSSL Tournament of Champions need not have been members of the same team at the time they qualified, provided each is qualified by the provisions of this rule.  Any team consisting of one qualified member and one free entry member may be entered.
D.         Debate Events
     
1.  For specific debate rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).
     
2.  Five debate divisions shall be offered:  Advanced Cross- Examination, Novice Cross- Examination,  
                  Advanced  Lincoln/Douglas, Novice Lincoln/Douglas, and Public Forum.  If either the Advanced or Novice 
                  Divisions of Policy or Lincoln Douglas have fewer than sixteen entries, they are to be combined into a single  

                  division of Policy or Lincoln Douglas called Advanced.

     
3.  Teams will be designated by numbers which shall be assigned at registration.  There will be five preliminary rounds.  The first  two rounds will be randomly paired, rounds three through five may be power matched high/low within brackets at the discretion of the tournament director.
E.         Individual Events

1. Entrants in each individual event shall be assigned to sections of not fewer than four entrants, nor more than  

       eight entrants, in each round.  There will be four preliminary rounds.  Speaker positions shall be varied for 
       each entrant in more than one event.  There shall be a semifinal and final round.

       
2.  For any event with more than fifty entries, a quarter-finals round will be held at 7:30 AM on Saturday.
       
3.  A competitor MAY NOT perform the same selection in any two or more events.

4.   Forensic Events
     

a. Extemporaneous Speaking

        

1)  Extemporaneous speaking will consist of one division.

        

2)  Rounds shall alternate between exclusively national concerns and exclusively foreign topics.

                 

3)  Each school will be responsible for submitting three topic questions for each entry in the   

                                             events.  A list of not less than 40 topics of current national and international importance shall 

                                             be compiled from this list.  The topics author will randomly prepare the topics. 

                

 4) For specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).

     
 
b.  Original Oratory

                  

1) A typewritten copy of the oration must be submitted at registration.

                 

2) For specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).



c.   Declamation




1) A copy of the declamation must be submitted at registration.

                 

2) For specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).

 
5.  Performing Events - a copy of the original manuscript with all bibliographic information must be submitted at registration.

       

a.  Dramatic Interpretation - for specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).
              
b.  Humorous Interpretation - for specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).
              
c. Oral Interpretation- for specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).

F.        Duo/Duet

  
1. For specific rules refer to Rules for Standardization of Sanctioned Tournaments (Article IV).
  
2. Entrants in Duo/Duet shall be assigned to sections of not fewer than four nor more than eight entrants

     
     in each round.  There will be four preliminary rounds.  Speaker positions shall be varied for each entrant. 

  
3. Students entered in both Duo and Duet may only receive sweepstakes points for one event .

G.        Student Congress - for specific rules refer to the Student Congress section of this Manual.
H.
       Entries
1.  A member school may make as many entries in any event as it is able under the Rules of Eligibility and

   
       Qualification, but a student may not be entered in more than two Individual Events and one team event 
                 (Debate or Duo/Duet ).

  

2.    The deadline for entries is to be set by the Executive Council.



3.    Member schools entering the LHSSL Tournament of Champions shall pay to the LHSSL entry fees 
                  determined by the Executive Council.
  

4.    Each debate division must have a minimum of sixteen teams.
I.
       Tournament Officials
1.  The President of the LHSSL will serve as Tournament Director.  He/She shall, after consultation with the   

        host school, plan the schedule of the tournament.  He/She shall be responsible for purchasing awards,   

        subject to the approval of the Executive Council.  He/She shall be responsible for the preparation of such 
        information as shall be distributed to the participants in the Tournament, including signs and posted 
        material, ballots, instructions, and tabulating forms.
2.  The Executive Council shall name the following:  Director of each Individual Event;  Director of Duet,   

       Director of Duo, Directors of Debate for each division; Director of Selections; Director of Judges and   

       Timekeepers, and such assistants for each Director as may be deemed necessary.

     


a.  All Directors, and such other persons as the Executive Council may invite, shall attend Preparation  Meeting on the evening preceding the first day of the tournament.  Assistants are encouraged to attend.  Directors may be excused from attending this meeting by the LHSSL President only in cases of emergency or other extreme circumstance.

    


b.  A coach from the host city shall be named Director of Judges and Timekeepers.  He is responsible for

               
     for procuring and assigning judges and timekeepers. He will need an assistant.  An Executive Council

       

     member must assume one of these positions.


 3.  Two persons (the Executive secretary and the Tournament of Champions Secretary) are to handle registration and keep sweepstakes records.  The executive secretary is to take registration fees, judges, fees, and bonds.  The ToC Secretary is to facilitate corrections and changes to the entry. ToC Secretary will calculate and archive Sweepstakes records.
J.
        Judges and Timekeepers
     

1. Qualified adult judges shall be assigned to all events. An "adult" judge is one who has been out of

                  high school for at least one year.

  

2. Judging Requirements Formula

  
     

a.
Individual Events

  



1 - 6 entrants = 1 judge required

  



7 - 15 entrants = 2 judges required

  



16+ entrants = 3 judges required

  
     

b.
Lincoln/Douglas - C/X Debate

  



1 - 3 teams = 1 judge required

  



4 - 6 teams = 2 judges required

  



7+ teams = 3 judges required

  
     

c.
Duo/Duet 

  



1 - 5 teams = 1 judge required

  



6+ = 2 judges required

      
3. League members shall be designated for judging requirements using the following criteria:

a.  Schools traveling 0 - 30 miles from the Tournament of Champion site will be designated as "Local".
          

b.    Schools traveling in excess of 30 miles will be designated as "Traveling".  Traveling schools will use the judging requirements formula while local schools will be required to double the formula requirement.

       

4. All schools will be required to deposit a $30.00 bond per judge by registration.  This bond is "bought back" by reporting to all rounds required of that judge.  One missed judging assignment would result in a $10.00 penalty (meaning that judge would only be returned $20.00 of his judge bond).  A second missed assignment would be another $10.00 penalty assessed from that bond.  A third missed assignment of that judge in the tournament results in:

  
  
   
a. forfeiture of the entire $30.00 bond;

          
   
b. disqualification of that school from further competition at the Tournament of Champions;

                          c. forfeiture of all additional bonds of that school.  Each school must provide the number of judges 
                              designated on the confirmation form.

     

5. All school judges must check-in 15 minutes prior to the round and must remain until all ballots are given out.  Failure to check-in by the designated time will be subject to the penalty described above.

     

6. There must be three judges in each final round of all events.  There must be three judges in each elimination round of debate.  There must be two judges in each semi-final round of individual events and duet acting.

     

7. Timekeepers shall be assigned to all sections of extemporaneous speaking, all debate rounds, and may be assigned to as many other contests as possible.  When at all possible, timekeepers must be provided for semi & final rounds.  Whenever practical, this timekeeper should not be the judge.

K.       Forfeits and Tardiness
  
     Debate teams more than fifteen minutes late shall be deemed to have forfeited the decision, unless  excused by the Executive Council.  The recipient of a win by forfeit shall not be deemed to have actually debated the side of the question to which it was assigned.  Entrants in other events who do not appear at the time they are scheduled to speak shall be given the worst possible rank in that round, unless excused by the Executive Council.

L.
     Observers
  
     Any debater, eliminated in a tournament, may observe any round in which his school is participating.  Students who are with a school which is not participating in debate may view any round.  The elimination rounds of debate shall be open to the public.

M.
     Awards and Sweepstakes
                               1.  A sweepstakes trophy shall be awarded to three schools whose fifteen best entries compete in the highest  

                                    number of  rounds in the tournament. 

          2.  Each entry in Individual Events, Student Congress and Lincoln/Douglas Debate shall count as one entry.  Each   

             Debate and Duo/ Duet Acting team shall count as two entries.  Points shall be awarded on the following scale:




Individual Events




Lincoln Douglas Debate




Prelims       3 points




Prelims       3 points




Semis         5 points




Quarters     7 points




Finalist
      7 points




Semis       10 points




3rd place   10 points




Finalist
    11 points




2nd place   11 points




Champion 12 points




1st place    12 points




Duet/Duo





Policy Debate




Prelims      6 points




Prelims         6 points




Semis        8 points




Quarters     10 points




Finalist     10 points




Semis         14 points




4th place   12 points




Finalist       16 points




3rd place   14 points




Champion  18 points




2nd place   16 points








1st place    18 points                                                                                            




Student Congress








Prelims
     3 points



Finalist      7 points




3rd Place    10 points





2nd Place    11 Points





1st Place     12 Points
  3.   A rotating trophy shall be awarded for one year's possession to the school whose cumulative sweepstakes points are   

        highest at the conclusion of the Tournament.  The cumulative total of rounds shall be carried forward from one   

        year to the next on records kept in the Tournament of Champions Executive Secretary's possession.  The record of 
        the school winning the award shall be set back to zero.  When a school earns this trophy, they will keep the trophy 
        for the year and then receive a smaller version to keep. A tie for this award shall be broken in favor of the school 
        whose entrants competed in the most rounds in the present tournament. 
 
   4.  First, second, and third place winners in each Individual Event shall receive trophies.  First, second, and third place  

        teams in each division of Debate (and fourth in Duet Acting) shall each receive a trophy.  (The losing team in the 
        semi-finals of each division of Debate shall be declared third place winners.)

    5.   A Performing Arts Award shall be presented to the student compiling the highest sweepstakes points in Duet  

          Acting and any two of the Individual "Performing" Events. (Dramatic, Humorous, Prose/Poetry)

                    6.   The Forensic Award shall be presented to the student compiling the highest sweepstakes points in Declamation, Original Oratory, Domestic or Foreign Extemporaneous Speaking, and Advanced Cross-Examination, Public Forum Debate or Advanced Lincoln-Douglas Debate. 
    7.   The Renaissance Award shall be presented to the student compiling the highest sweepstakes points in  Duet,Duo,   or Debate and any two individual events. The student must be triple-entered and does not meet the requirements for either the Performing Arts or Forensic Award.

N.
Tournament Manual
  
Tournament officials shall be guided in their conduct of the Tournament by the Tournament Manual approved by the  Executive Council.  This Manual shall explain procedures which efficiently implement the Rules, but the Rules govern.

O.
Procedures for Time Violation
  
There is a 30 second grace period allowed during presentations.  In the event of a time-limit infraction being 


reported to the tournament director, the following steps will be taken:

  

1. The tournament director will warn participant and coach;

     

2. A member of the Executive Council will time the subsequent rounds involving the participant;

     

3. If the selection is ruled as overtime by the Council member, the participant will be disqualified from the event.

P. Disputes
1. Disputes of the interpretation of the Rules or situations not covered by the Rules shall be adjudicated by the Executive Council. If a member of the Executive Council is a party to the dispute, the other members shall appoint a person to act in his stead.
2. In the event that it is determined by the Executive Council or tournament director that a student should be observed, up to two council members may be assigned to observe the student.  Council members then report to the Executive Council or Tournament Director for adjudication of the disputed Amendments
3. The Rules of the LHSSL Tournament of Champions may be changed only by a majority vote of the membership of the Louisiana High School Speech League.

LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH LEAGUE
T.C. TOURNAMENT MANUAL
A.
Debate
  
1.
Pairing Rounds I - V

  

At the Preparation Meeting, pairings for Rounds I and II should be drawn up.  Succeeding rounds will be paired during the tournament..  To minimize schools scouting their opponents in Round II, do not follow an obvious pattern of departure from Round I.  The schedule for Round II should be posted only after Round I has been completed.



Pairings are to be assigned numbers by the ToC Executive Secretary.  Numbers will be distributed by the Secretary to individual coaches at registration.  Numbers are not to be publicized at any point before or during the tournament. Do not in any way

             publicize number identities.  Debaters should not inform judges of their names nor their schools.



Note:If any debate division has fewer than sixteen entries, the executive council may determine alternate 
            scheduling and/or pairing procedures. This may include, but is not limited to, collapsing divisions, offering fewer  

            preliminary rounds, and/or changing elimination rounds
    2. 
Tabulating Results

  

While a round is in progress, prepare to record by laying out the pairs of cards for the two teams meeting in each debate. The "Side" and "Opponent" sections can be filled in at this time.  As ballots are opened, record the judges' names and the decision on each card.  Write "W" for the winner, "L" for the loser, and exact decision, always writing first the number of judges voting for that team.  (For example, in a split decision the winner is "W 2-1", while the loser is "L 1-2").  Be sure to write in Byes where they occur in every category on the card. Ballots may be stuffed by the event director or his designee.

    3.      Byes

  

A team which draws a bye is not deemed to have debated that round although it advances.  It was on neither the affirmative nor the negative.  A bye earns no credit in sweepstakes tabulations.  These rules govern the drawing of byes:

  


a.No team shall draw a bye twice;

            

b.In Round I - V, byes shall be given if there is an odd number of teams in a division, and shall be

               
   drawn randomly.
   4.
Pairing Succeeding Rounds

  

Rounds three through five will be power matched high/low within brackets as deemed necessary by the tournament director.  Otherwise pairing should be random.
     
        If no computer pairing is being done directors should alternate sides as much as possible to assure equal numbers 
             of AFF and NEG rounds. On a table, stack on left the record cards of the teams which have had more neg. 
             debates. In Rd.III preserve alternation from Rd.II. On the right stack the cards of the teams which have had more 
             AFF debates. If the stacks are uneven, choose by lot cards from the larger stack to even up.  If it is necessary for 
             teams to uphold a given side twice in succession, draw first from the teams which won on that side in a preceding 
             round. Lay out the affirmative cards on you left in a vertical column. Shuffle the remaining cards and distribute 
             randomly.  If it is necessary to shift some team to avoid:




a. The meeting of two teams from the same school;

     


b. The meeting of teams which have met previously in the tournament;

     


c. Maintaining side alternation;

    


d. The meeting of schools which have met in the Tournament (see below).

  



1) These considerations take precedence in the order listed so shift cards first to avoid violating   

                                            (a) then (b), etc.  If it is possible to avoid all violations, do so.  If it is impossible, then make  

                                            the violation one of the lower possible precedence.

  



2) If two teams must meet a second time, reverse sides from the first encounter.  If teams meet 
                                            for a third time, side alternation take precedence.

  



3) After Round V, the top eight teams will be selected based on records, ranks and points to 
                                            Advance to quarter-finals. A straight bracket will be set up for these teams.  If necessary to 
                                            break brackets to avoid a school meeting the same school, the power balance will be 
                                            maintained as closely as possible.

B.
Individual Events and Duet Acting
  
1.Sectioning

a. Divide the record cards for each event into as many sections as needed.  Four in a section is minimum, eight is maximum; six or seven is best.  Lay the cards out on a table grouped in sections.

b. Change the cards from one section to another so as to avoid (in descending order of importance):

             1)   Two students from the same school in a section;

  
        2)   Two students with the same title in a section;

             3)   A section loaded with top-seeded contestants in rounds I and II or with low ranks in Rounds III and IV;

    4)   Having the same group complete against each other a second time.  This is revealed by the section numbers.    

          To some extent, this is unavoidable.

        c.
Next arrange the cards for speaking order.  Make sure the following is maintained:

                                       1)   Speaking order is varied: early (1st or 2nd), late (5th or 6th), or middle from one round to the next.  Repeat   

                    the sequence for that student after three rounds.

2) Cross-entered students (entered in two Individual Events) can appear in both.  The event in which a student is cross-entered should be penciled in the upper right hand corner of the record card.  The Director of that event should be informed when the contestant is eliminated from your event so that he can erase the cross-entered notation from his card.  Cross-entered students should be at least three speaker positions apart in the two events. If Extemp is one of their events, schedule them early or middle in Extemp and later in the other event so that they will have full time for Extemp preparation.

         d.   It may be necessary to change some cards from one section to another to accomplish properly varied speaking  order.

        e.   When the sections are complete, record the proper section number and speaker position number on each student's card.  Do not fill in the number of contestants until the ballots come back.  Then prepare the following:

                 1)  Three copies of the section assignments for that round, listing event, round, time, section, room, and codes (not names) of the contestants in their speaking order.  Post the original.

        2)  Master ballot and ballots for each section according to number of judges.  List contestants by codes.

        3)  Envelopes, one for each judge.  Label with event, round, and room.  Put the ballots in the envelopes and  

             send them to the Director of Judges along with a copy of the assignment sheet.  Keep the third copy. 

          
    4)   Put a rubber band around each section of record cards.

                                  f.  The first two rounds can be sectioned before the Tournament begins at the Preparation Meeting.  Do Round II first and then Round The cards will then be in proper order for recording Round I results.

       2.
Tabulating Results

  

As the ballots come back, take a Score Sheet for each section, list the contestants by code numbers, and record the judges' ranks for each.  Ranking should be recorded on each individual student card.  It is best if two people record, one reading from the ballots and the other writing on the Score Sheet.  Record all ranks for one contestant before going on to another.  This is preferable to recording all ranks from one judge and then passing to the next; fewer errors result.  After recording, ballots may be stuffed by event director or his designee.  Next, total the ranks for each contestant.  Enter the total ranks in the "Total" column.  Determine how each scored (placed); lowest "Total" scored 1st, etc.

  
  3.
Determining Semifinalists

  

Based on cumulative ranks in the first four preliminary rounds, the top fourteen students - or the number closest to fourteen (15 or 16 possible if 28 or more students were originally entered in the contest - should advance to the semifinal round of competition.  Should ties cause more than 16 students to qualify for semifinals, all students involved in the tie shall break, and the semifinals shall be divided into three panels of near or equal number of contestants.
       4.
Determining Finalists

  

The ranks of the two semifinal judges shall be added to the four preliminary ranks to determine semi-finals ranks.  Those students with the lowest total ranks shall advance to finals.  No fewer than five nor more than eight may advance to finals.
       5.
Breaking Ties in Semis

  

The following considerations shall be used in breaking ties in semis:

              a. Comparison of ranks in semis.  Lower ranks would have priority;

  

 b. The lowest total prelim ranks would be considered;

              c. The highest and lowest ranks of all six judges of prelims and semis would be dropped;

                                   d. Going to the small number to achieve a clean break to finals (dropping the number could not lower the panel to fewer than five participants).

  
 6.
Tabulation of Winners

  
        A student's final placement will be determined using a "straight cum through finals" system as follows:

  


Prelims -four ranks;

  


Semis - two ranks;

  


Finals - three ranks = 9 ranks.

  


The student with the lowest total rank wins.

C.
Conducting the Extemp Contest
      1.
Topics

  

The topics should be numbered and reproduced on slips.  Make up as many complete sets as the number of sections in both divisions.  Seal each set in a separate envelope.  One set will be used for each section.
      2.
Record of Drawing

  

On ruled paper, prepare a list of the contestants in each division, listed by code, not by name.  On that sheet, a student assistant will record the number of the topic that each contestant chooses in each round.  A student may not use the same topic twice.

  
 3.
Drawing

  

On a table, lay out as many envelopes as there are sections that round.  At the appointed time, call all first speakers to draw; each may draw three topics from the envelope assigned to his section, and within one minute, choose one on which to speak. The contestant should keep the slip he has chosen but give it to the assistant who records his choice.  The rejected slips should be returned to the envelope from which the other contestants of that panel will draw.  At the end of the round, return all chose slips to the original envelopes. Contestants will draw in this fashion at seven minute intervals. After drawing topics, a contestant is allowed to consult with NO ONE.  He may not leave the preparation area until just before his assigned speaking time.  He is NOT permitted to consult prepared notes, outlines, or other non-published material.  He may use a bibliography and consult whatever published sources of information that are at his command.  An Extemp Supervisor should monitor contestants during their preparation to assure that there is no consultation or use of improper materials.  A contestant may be warned that he is in violation of the Tournament Rules.  Repeated or flagrant violators should be disqualified.

D.
Assigning Judges
  
1.
Judge File

  

A list or card file of judges names should be prepared. Rule off space for each round and enter by symbol, the judge's assignment for that round.  For Individual Events and Duet Acting, enter the code numbers of the teams judged.  A judge should not judge twice the same Individual Event or Duet Acting. A judge may judge a debate team or Lincoln-Douglas contestant twice, when the students are debating on the opposite side from the first time judged.  Background affiliation information on community judges shall be obtained and placed on their cards.

       2.
Codes

  

Judges provided by schools should be coded with the school's letter and not assigned to judge students from that school.  The copies of the section assignment sheets and a list of debate team code numbers will make this possible. Judge chairperson will record school codes of judging assignments on judge cards to prevent a judge from judging a school excessively. If possible, someone should be sent to write the names of the judges assigned on the posted copy of the sectioning assignment sheets and debate pairings.

  
  3.
Number

  

Three judges should be provided in each elimination round of Debate and must be provided in semis and finals.  Three judges, no more, no less, must be provided in the finals of each Individual Event and Duo/ Duet .  Two judges shall be provided in semi-finals of Individual Events and Duo/Duet .

  
  4.
Student Judges

     
       The following guidelines must be followed when using student judges:

  


a. Juniors and seniors in high school with at least three years of debate experience (in the event judging) 
                              may be allowed to judge junior/novice debate in multiple judge panels.
             
b. Two students in a panel may be used if they represent different geographic regions of the state.

            
 
c. Student judges must read, understand, and agree to follow the LHSSL Code of Ethics for judges.

             
d. Extreme effort should be made to provide one adult to chair multiple judge panels to oversee the conduct of the panel.

        5.
Protests

  

Judges assigned by the Director are final unless protested before the Tournament has begun.  Protests shall be adjudicated by the Executive Council, as provided in Article VIII, p. 13. Judges must be protested by name to the Executive Council before the Tournament begins.

STUDENT CONGRESS
PART ONE
HOSTING CONGRESS AT AN INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT
  
The following material contains suggested guidelines for hosting a Student Congress event at an invitational tournament.  Since Student Congress participants do not have to qualify for the State Congress at Tournament of Champions, individual tournaments may modify these suggestions to fit their particular circumstances.  For example, while item B.3 below suggests that four hours should be scheduled for a Congress event, attempting to have a four-hour Congress if only ten students were to register for that event would be unwise.  Alternative suggestions for some practices (i.e., whether contestants should submit bills and/or resolutions in advance) that give the tournament director further discretion are also included.  The variety in Congress events from one tournament to the next may indeed be most educational for our students.

A.
General Description
  

     Student Congress combines aspects from both debate and speech competition in an unique blend.  Approximately 15 - 35 students form a legislative body to consider the pros and cons for bills and resolutions on current issues.  Congress requires a knowledge of extemporaneous speaking, persuasive speaking, cross- examination technique, parliamentary procedure, and the ability to play politics.  During a session, the Congress will elect a presiding officer, select a calendar of bills and resolutions, hear debate, and reach consensus on issues.

  

     Contestants should keep in mind the different skills involved in the two types of speeches in Congress.  The authorship speech is a speech prepared before the Congress.  It should have a good structure, a wide range of evidence, and be delivered without or with little reference to notes.  Other speeches are extemporaneous in nature and should advance the debate rather than repeat points previously made.  The speech should be well-structured and contentions should be supported by evidence.

B.
Hosting Student Congress
  
1.
Room size

  

The room should accommodate approximately 30 - 35 students, judges, and a parliamentarian.  The tables should face a front table for the presiding officer or be arranged in a square. Rooms such as libraries, science Labs, or conference rooms are appropriate.

  
2.
Identification of Contestants

  

Large name tags with the last name of the contestants should be provided.


3.
Length of Sessions

  

At least four hours should be allocated to a Congress.  Some time will be spent organizing the house, and a brief break should be taken about mid-session.

  
4.
Bills and Resolutions

  

A bill is an enumeration of specific provisions which, if enacted, will have the force of law.  It must be definite; it must state exactly what is to be done or not to be done.  A bill does not have "whereas clauses".  A penalty must be stipulated or the law will not have force.  The language of a bill must always be in the imperative mood.  That is, it must state exactly what is to be done and by whom.  A resolution is usually a generalized statement expressing the belief of the group adopting it, and it does not have the force of law.  Constitutional amendments fall into this category since they must be submitted to the states after they are passed by Congress.  A resolution may be preceded by one or more "whereas" clauses, stating the principal reasons for adopting the resolution, but their number should be limited.In constructing a bill or resolution, the following procedures should be followed:

a. The bill or resolution must be typed.  The typing must be double spaced, and the bill or resolution may not be longer than one page.
         

 b. The first words of a bill are "Be It Enacted". Following any "whereas" clauses the first words of a   





 resolution are "Be It Resolved".
         

 c. Each line of a bill or resolution must be numbered.

  
5. Distribution of Bills and Resolutions

  

     Two methods may be used.  One method is to request that a copy of bills/resolutions be turned in two weeks to ten days before the tournament.  The host school is then responsible for copying all bills and making committee assignments.  The bills should be returned to participating schools at least one week prior to the tournament.  These bills will be the only bills considered.  A second option is to turn bills in at registration and distribute them at the beginning of the Congress.  
                  Tournament directors should specify how many copies a student should bring to the tournament.  Tournament rules need to indicate whether or not a student must have a bill to enter, whether or not bills may be co- authored, and whether or not bills are submitted by schools or by individuals.

  
6. The Presiding Officer

  

     A presiding officer must be able to take charge of the Congress and keep proceeding running smoothly and on time.  The presiding officer is charged with the responsibility to keep the debate on bills and resolutions moving.  She/he must be firm without being dictatorial.  She/he must be able to keep track of recognition procedures for speeches and questions.  Fairness in recognizing speaker and questions is essential.

  

     Presiding officers are nominated and elected at the beginning of the session.  If three or more want to try, then each can serve a brief period of time (one half hour) before the election.  Each forty-five minutes to one hour of serving as presiding officer should count as one speech for judging purposes only.  That time will not be charged to the total number of speech that the student can give.


7. Establishing a Calendar

  

     The parliamentarian should announce the nominating procedure at the beginning of Congress.  One method is to establish a calendar by committee.  The tournament director assigned bills to three committees.  Students meet in the committees and recommend several of the best bills or resolutions.  The rules committee, comprised of each committee chair, then determines the final order of consideration, alternating selections made by each of the three committees.  Another method of establishing a calendar is to use student nomination of bills and resolutions at the beginning of the session.


8. Debate of Bills and Resolutions

  

     The author of the bill or resolution, or someone appointed by him/her, shall be recognized to open the debate, but thereafter he/she, shall take his/her chance with the rest of the members for further speaking opportunity.  He/She does not have special privilege to close the debate.  Following the authorship speech, debate shall proceed by the hearing of speeches alternating between the proponent and opponent sides of the question.  Speaker shall be recognized by giving precedence to the speaker seeking recognition who has spoken the fewest number of times.


9. Length of Speeches

  

     Authorship speeches shall be a maximum of three minutes in length, and be accompanied by an additional two minute cross- examination period.  All other speeches shall be limited to a maximum of three minutes, including whatever cross-examination the speaker may allow.  Authorship speeches on amendments shall not have an additional two minute cross-examination period.  A speaker may not yield any portion of his/her speaking time to another except for a question.  (Such questions should be brief and should not be preceded by a statement or exposition.)


10. Judging

  

     The schools must provide an adult parliamentarian for each house if they are hosting a Congress.  She/he must be knowledgeable in both Student Congress proceedings and parliamentary procedures.

  

If the awards are to be determined by judges, the school hosting should provide two to three judges with no bias toward any schools participating.  If the parliamentarian has no school bias, she/he may be allowed to vote.  The judges then determine the top ten.  There should be no consultation among the judges. If the parliamentarian is not voting, she/he may answer questions concerning Student Congress rules from the judges.  Another procedure allows the judges to nominate and the top speakers are chosen by preferential student vote.  Preferential voting entails conducting successive rounds of voting.  At the end of each round, the low total vote-getter is eliminated and placed in the bottom available rank.  Thus, if ten students originally complete, the student receiving the fewest votes on the first round of balloting would be awarded tenth place.  This procedure is continued until one student receives the majority of all votes cast in order to rank first in the Congress.  In some circumstances, a student may receive the majority vote, and subsequent rounds of voting may be necessary to determine, for example, second, third, and fourth places.


11.  Awards

  

     Trophies or plaques should be given to at least the top three speakers.  Sometimes a separate award is given to the presiding officer.  Sweepstakes points should be decided by the tournament director.

     12. Authority for Parliamentary Disputes

  

     Questions of procedure not covered by these rules shall be resolved according to Robert's Rules of Order.

PART TWO
RULES FOR STATE CONGRESS
A.
Bill and Resolutions
  
All schools intending to compete at the LHSSL Tournament of Champions must submit a maximum of three bills and/or resolutions to the Executive Secretary by Feb. 10th.  (Sample bills and resolutions appear at the end of this section.)  The Executive Secretary shall duplicate all bills and/or resolutions received by this date and send them to member schools entered in this event along with their confirmation of entry to the Tournament of Champions.

  
Non-submission of bills and/or resolutions shall not disqualify any member school from entering students in the State Congress. However, no submission of bills and/or resolutions shall be permitted after the Feb. 10th deadline.  In the event that fewer than ten bills and/or resolutions are submitted to the Executive Secretary, the Secretary shall be empowered to add bills and/or resolutions to reach that number by any means deemed appropriate.

B.
Chambers Required
  
In any year that entries in the LHSSL Tournament of Champions Student Congress exceed thirty-two (32) contestants, two chambers shall be required.  Students from schools entering two contestants shall be assigned to separate chambers.  Assignment of students from schools entering one contestant shall be assigned randomly to each chamber to achieve the goal of an equal number of total contestants in each chamber.

C.
Parliamentarians/Judges
  
In choosing parliamentarians and judges for the Tournament of Champions, every attempt should be made to choose people familiar with Student Congress proceedings and not affiliated with the schools represented in the State Congress.

D.
Presiding Officers
  
Presiding officers should be chosen by nomination from the floor, and they should serve no more than two hours.  The Parliamentarian should determine at the beginning of the Congress how many students want to serve as presiding officers and should then determine how long each presiding office should serve.  There should be no fewer than two presiding officers, no more than four.

E.
Scoring
  
Students are scored on each speech.  Presiding officers will be scored on the presiding officer ballot with each hour of presiding being considered by the scorer as one speech.  The scoring sheets provide a guideline for the judge in determining the best speakers.The judge is to consider overall impressions made by the students through speeches, presiding, questioning, and knowledge of parliamentary procedures and Congress procedures.  The best speeches clearly persuade the Congress to vote for or against a bill for logical, well-researched reasons.  Points on the ballot are used solely to indicate the quality ratings to student participants. Ballots appear in the Appendix.

F.
Nominations
  
On Thursday of TOC, and after each session, each official scorer shall nominate in writing, without consultation, two students for Congress honors.  In addition, the Parliamentarian shall place in nomination the top three speaker point earners for that Chamber.  Chair people are eligible by either nomination or by total speaker points.  From this group, the top ten students will advance to Friday’s session.
G.
Determination of Winners
  
The members shall vote by ballot at the end of the 2nd session to determine the top three outstanding members.  Preferential balloting shall be used.  Each Senator or Representative shall designate their 1st choice, their 2nd choice, their 3rd choice, etc. for Outstanding Congressperson.  Ballots appear in the Appendix.  Low preference students are eliminated one at a time to determine places.  The votes for those students are then redistributed.  This process continues until one student receives a majority of the votes and he/she is designated Outstanding Congressperson.

EXAMPLE - SIMPLE RESOLUTION

  



Nuclear Freeze - A Resolution

1 

Whereas the number of nuclear weapons in the world

2 
daily proliferates, and;

3 

Whereas the possibility of accidental nuclear war

4 
grows with each weapon added to the world's nuclear arsenal,

5 
and;

6 

Whereas the continuing arms race engendered by the

7 
presence of nuclear arms in the world siphons billions of

8 
public dollars from social and humanitarian needs,

9 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Student Congress assembled that

10
no weapons, weapons systems, nor their means of delivery

11
may be deployed by the United States.

  








Respectfully submitted,

  








Lincoln High School

EXAMPLE - A BILL
  




 Right to Work - A Bill
1 
BE IT ENACTED by the Student Congress assembled that

2 

Section 1.  No person shall be denied employment for

3 
failure to join a labor union.

4 

Section 2.  No person shall be required to pay dues to

5 
a labor union as consideration of benefits negotiated on

6 
that person's behalf.

7 

Section 3.  Any person found to be in violation of this

8 
statute shall be subject to criminal prosecution that may

9 
result in one year in prison and/or a $10,000.00 fine.

  






Respectfully submitted,

  






Turman High School
Louisiana High School Speech League

PROTEST FORM

Tournament __________________________________
Date _______________

Event in Question ______________________________
Round _____________

Student Name ____________________________________________

School Affiliation ______________________________

Describe in detail the incident which has led to your protest.  Include any statements from witnesses:
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